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OPINION
Take a look at our analysis of former 
White House Press Secretary 
Sean Spicer’s appearance at the 
Emmys, which outraged many 
for politicizing the event.
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LIFESTYLE SPORTS
The Lady Warriors Volleyball 
team served up the Buena 
Park Coyotes at home with a 
smashing victory 75-33 Sept. 
21.

Page 5 Page 12Page 9
Interested in keeping your pet 
through college? Check out 
our recommendations for 
dorming with your furry 
friends!

DREAMERS  AMONG  US

Hidden within the stacks of citizen-
ship applications were thousands of 
hopes and dreams for a better future. 
A Troy Tech intern at an immigra-
tion law firm, senior Kate* never once 
suspected that she would uncover her 
own status as an undocumented immi-
grant there. A key piece of her identity 
had been hidden from her for 15 years.

While other seniors fret about college 
applications, Kate faces an additional, 
more pressing dilemma. Previously, the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) program granted a relief period 
for undocumented students who entered 
the country at a young age. However, 
President Trump recently announced 
the program’s end, leaving her and over 

800,000 other Dreamers 
facing an uncertain future.

While sorting through 
DACA applications, Kate’s 
internship mentor asked her 
if she was aware of her own 
immigration status. Kate went 
home with a budding feeling 
of doubt and confronted the is-
sue with her mother. They were both 
in tears by the time her mother finished 
explaining their family’s story: they 
had been visiting America on a travel 
visa when they were scammed out of a 
large sum of money, preventing them 
from returning home. Kate’s two older 
brothers were both DACA recipients, 
but they never told her. They wanted 
to protect her from feeling ostracized. 

“After finding out I was undocument-
ed, I remember just crying nonstop,” 

Kate said. 
“I was over-

whelmed with disappointment. 
I don’t know why, but I felt 
that I did something wrong. I 
thought that I didn’t belong. But 
as time progressed I realized that 

it wasn’t really my fault, and I 
can’t blame my parents, either. I’m 

trying to be as optimistic as I can.”
Even so, optimism has its limits; hear-

ing her own friends joke about DACA 
recipients threatened to tear down the 
confidence she had built for herself. But 
instead of remaining silent, she looked 
them square in the eye and shared that 
she was an undocumented immigrant.

“If I just stay quiet, it’s not really af-
fecting anyone else,” Kate explained. 
“Now I’m kind of thankful for my 
situation because I am able to voice 

my opinion and speak for others as 
well. To people [who discriminate], 
I want to tell them to educate them-
selves and to learn more before saying 
anything because it really affects us.”

Call it fate. Kate’s internship not only 
opened a window into her future, but 
more importantly a portal to her past. As 
personal as her situation is, Kate knows 
that she is not and will not be alone. 
She wants to ensure that other DACA 
students know that there is always 
someone willing to stand up for them.

“After my internship, I realized 
that DACA is an opportunity for in-
nocent people to start a future here,” 
Kate said. “My position [makes] me 
want to pursue law more than ever. I 
want to be an immigration lawyer.”

*name changed to protect anonymity
More about DACA on page 4.

By Jenny Ji, FEATURE EDITOR
Photo by Ashley Branson, PHOTO
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The Warrior Speech and De-
bate team started their year strong 
at the Jack Howe Memorial Invi-
tational at California State Uni-
versity, Long Beach Sept. 30 to 
Oct. 1.

At the event, mem-
bers had the opportu-
nity to participate in a 
variety of debate for-
mats, such as Lincoln-
Douglas, Public Forum 
and Parliamentary de-
bate. These styles  of 
debate foster quick 
thinking and diploma-
cy skills, junior Phoebe Lam said.

According to Vice President 
of Tournaments Allen Pau, the 
Warrior Speech and Debate team 
advanced much further in com-
petition than they had in previ-
ous years. Warriors advanced 
to the Octos Round in Lincoln 
Douglas Debate and to Round 6 
in Parliamentary Forum Debate. 
In Speech, sophomore Erin Kim 
placed in the semifinals of Open 
Oratorical Interpretation and    
sophomore Sejin Kim placed sec-
ond in Open Impromptu.  

The Warrior team’s success 
at the invitational represent 
a significant improvement 
from prior years.

By Katie Nguyen
STAFF WRITER

In previous years, the Speech 
and Debate team competed in 
the Jack Howe invitational to 
acquaint members with the com-
petitive atmosphere of debate 
tournaments, Pau said.

“Last year, we didn’t go to 
many big tournaments,” Pau 
said. “This [was] one of the first 
tournaments that a lot our mem-
bers [went] to. Win or lose, [they 
all have] something to learn, es-
pecially since the judging pool 
[was] not made of parents, but of 

actual experienced judges [who 
provided] real feedback.”

While senior members attended 
the tournament for its rigor, new 
members used it as an opportuni-
ty to observe and learn from more 
experienced debaters, Publicity 
Manager Nathan Chen said.

“The people you interact with 
are definitely high level,” Chen 
said. “At tournaments, there’s 
downtime where you can meet 
these people.”

Speech and Debate team mem-
bers are looking forward to the 

chance to grow in the new school 
year. A major difference in the 
club structure is that board mem-
bers were chosen by undergoing 
a series of interviews rather than 
through elections.

Through this selection process, 
board members will be more qual-
ified to teach and help new mem-
bers gain a better understanding 
of competitions and other debate 
events, Chen said. The board will 
work with members to improve 
their presentation skills and help 

members learn how to 
think under pressure, 
preparing them for up-
coming tournaments.

Lam is looking for-
ward to improving her 
speech skills in the up-
coming school year.

“Speech and Debate 
can help people get 

out there and network [with] oth-
er people in the future,” Lam said.

Following their achievements 
at the Jack Howe Memorial Invi-
tational, the team looks forward 
to further successes in tourna-
ments starting with the Claremont 
Wolfpack Invitational in October.

“For the most part, [the Jack 
Howe Tournament was] a learn-
ing experience and an eye opener 
to the competition at bigger tour-
naments.” Pau said. “But the team 
as a whole, I think [we did] very 
well.”

Warrior Speech and Debate teams ranked 
in semifinals at Jack Howe invitational

“[The invitational] was a learning 
experience and just an eye opener to 

[what] we get at bigger tournaments.”

Allen Pau
Vice President of Tournaments 

SPEAK OUT: Junior Abigail Kim presents her arguments in 
the second round of a Public Forum debate during the Jack 
Howe Invitational at California State University, Long Beach. 

IDA KAZERANI

Co.Act launches “A Thousand Cranes” 
fundraising project for children in Fiji

Providing comfort to children 
in third world countries, Coop-
eration Act (Co.Act) has initiated 
a project to create and distribute 
origami cranes as well as send 
donations to students in Fiji at the 
end of the year.

Started by a Warrior alumnus in 
2014, Co.Act is an international 
nonprofit organization that strives 
to bring educational opportunities 
and emotional support to children 
in poverty. Co.Act’s new project,  
“A Thousand Cranes,” involves 
members folding and stringing 
together 1,000 paper cranes with 
notes of encouragement attached 
for the Fijian children.

According to Co-President Soo 
Jee Park, the project is part of the 
organization’s series of “Motto” 
service projects, which club 
members brainstorm and execute 
to highlight their motto “From 
ME to YOU.” Conducted on a 
bimonthly basis, projects such as 
“A Thousand Cranes” function as 
acts of charity for children both 
locally and abroad. As one of 
their “Motto” projects last year, 

Co.Act created 20 educational 
videos for Rwandan children that 
were published on official gov-
ernment websites.

Members chose origami cranes 
for the current project because 
they are symbols of hope in sev-
eral different Asian cultures, Co-
President Jasmine Sheen said. 
According to Japanese legend, 
anyone who folds a thousand 
cranes will have their greatest 
wish come true.

“[This is] a really good mes-
sage to send to [children in Fiji],” 
Sheen said. “By using something 
[children] recognize rather than 
something [obscure], it [will] be 
[nearer] to their hearts.”

According to Fundraising Di-
rector and Co.Act board member 
Trisha Le, the opportunity to help 
children in countries around the 
globe is a very meaningful expe-
rience.

“We’re giving [children] some-
thing to look at [while remind-
ing them] how people across the 
world are there for them not only 
financially, but emotionally [as 
well].” Le said. “[We are sending 
the message] that there’s hope, 
and that things will get better.”

Accompanying the cranes are 
funds that were raised from a 
recent summer art exhibit at the 
Buena Park City Hall, where 
members from both regional and 
Korean chapters showcased and 

By Alina Choi
STAFF WRITER

TAKING CO.ACT-ION: Senior Jasmine Sheen discusses the fundraising opportunities and 
member responsibilities with Co.Act members at a club meeting.

MICHAEL ZHANG

Club members will fold 
and ship one thousand 
origami paper cranes and 
send funds to children in 
Fiji to promote education.

put up original artwork for sale by 
auction. From this event, Co.Act 
raised over $800, which will be 
sent to Fiji along with the ship-
ment of paper cranes at the end of 
the year.

This year’s Fijian projects ex-
pand on the group’s efforts last 
year, where they sent boxes of 
books to increase educational op-

portunities in the impoverished 
country. One member even do-
nated several personal works of 
art to the Nasikawa Vision Col-
lege in Fiji. 

According to Co.Act National 
Board Vice President of Commu-
nications Nimrita Gill, the organi-
zation’s projects in Fiji represent 
a long-term effort on the club 

members’ part to broaden their 
scope of service in various pover-
ty and disaster-stricken countries.

“It’s not just one area that needs 
help,” Gill said, “We can’t ig-
nore what’s happening in [lesser 
known] places like Fiji. That’s 
how our club strives to be a little 
different —we look at [a] grander 
scope [beyond the local level].”



from the NMSC, representing one 
in every five current seniors. 43 
of these students, who represent 
the top one percent of PSAT test 
takers nationwide, are National 
Merit semifinalists and are cur-
rently finalizing their applications 
to continue to finalist status. 

The number of Warrior semifi-
nalists exceeds that of the entire 
city of Los Angeles and is the 
largest group in Orange County. 
According to counselor Cindy 
Osborne, Warrior counselors 
were impressed by the high num-
ber of recognized students. 

“I think it’s fantastic,” Osborne 

As testing season commences, 
Warriors not engaged in the flurry 
of college applications are busy 
preparing for assessment: the 
Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude 
Test (PSAT), which will be given 
Oct. 14. 

The PSAT is a nationally held 
standardized exam designed to 
mirror the Scholastic Aptitude 
Test (SAT). Administered by Col-
lege Board, the same organization 
that creates Advanced Placement 
exams, the exam is co-sponsored 
by the National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation (NMSC). It is a three 
and a half hour assessment open 
to freshmen, sophomores and ju-
niors. 

Of the 1.6 million students who 
take the exam, the top 50,000 
scorers who are juniors, repre-
senting the top three percent of 
scorers, are eligible for recogni-
tion from the NMSC’s Scholar-
ship Program. The top third of 
this high-scoring group qualify 
as Semifinalists and can apply 
for National Merit finalist schol-
arships by submitting transcripts 
and an essay response.  

From last year’s exam, 137 
Warriors received recognition 

said. “We have intelligent stu-
dents, so I don’t find it terribly 
surprising given the school that 
Troy is.”

According to Semifinalist Van-
essa Mechem, although extensive 
preparation is necessary to score 
well on the PSAT, aspiring War-
riors should not fret excessively 
over the exam. 

“Do some practice tests,” 
Mechem said. “Get a good night’s 
sleep and be comfortable the day 
you come in. Try to relax.” 

This year, because the school 
has run out of space for additional 
exams, Warrior administration 

Students prepare for PSAT
Warriors’ performance on 
the 2016 exam is among the 
best in Southern California. 

By Tiffany Kim and David Hou
STAFF WRITER & NEWS EDITOR

TRIED, TESTED AND TRUE: Counselor Cindy Osborne helps senior and Semifinalist Vanessa 
Mechem with questions about National Merit scholarships in her office. 
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has been directing students who 
were unable to sign up for the 
PSAT to nearby schools that may 
have open spots left for outside 
test takers. 

Considering the extremely high 
demand for the exam on the War-
rior campus, counselors eagerly 
anticipate the achievements of 
this year’s cohort on the PSAT 
and future standardized testing, 
Osborne said.

“My goal is always that [the 
PSAT] runs smoothly, that stu-
dents do well on their exams and 
that it helps them in preparation 
for the actual SAT,” Osborne said.

LATEST UPDATES

Warriors pitched in dur-
ing the week-long fund-
raiser to help victims of  
Hurricanes Harvey, Irma 
and Maria. The freshman 
class, which raised over 
$800—more money than 
any other class—celebrat-
ed its achievements with 

an ice cream party. 

Students participate in 
LA Cyber Day

 MICHAEL ZHANG

Financial Aid Night to 
be hosted in November 

In the Sept. 30 event at 
Roybal High School in 
Los Angeles, students in 
both “open” and National 
Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corps (NJROTC) 
teams engaged in an in-
tense activity involving 
cybersecurity. Many War-
rior teams scored in the 

top of their divisions. 

Warriors assist with  
hurricane relief

At 6:30 on Nov. 2, the 
vice president of admis-
sion and financial aid at 
Pitzer College will host 
the event in the Lecture 
Hall. Parents will be able 
to learn about state and 
federal grants, the new 
Free Application for Fed-
eral Student Aid (FAFSA) 

and merit aid.  
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The Wizarding World of Troy: What is Your Pathway? by Lucy Lee

Vaccinations are 
t h e  best safety 
net from diseases 
By Amy Weng
STAFF WRITER 

As outbreaks of diseases that 
were thought to be contained 
appear sporadically, the discus-
sion of vaccines is brought to 
the forefront once 
again. In San Di-
ego, a Hepatitis A 
outbreak has killed 
16 people and in-
fected more than 
450 as of Sept. 23. 
In response, San 
Diego’s mayor and 
public health offi-
cials urged at-risk 
individuals to get 
vaccinated, spark-
ing backlash from 
anti-vaccination activ-
ists, or anti-vaxxers. 

The anti-vaccination move-
ment stems from alarmist claims 
about the dangers of vaccination. 
Notably, skeptics believe that the 
measles, mumps and rubella vac-
cine causes autism, basing their 
claims on a 1980 medical paper 
by Andrew Wakefield, a doc-
tor who was barred from medi-
cal practice for dishonesty and a 
dozen counts of abusing devel-
opmentally challenged children. 
Despite Wakefield’s unreliable 
sampling of 12 children, his pa-
per catalyzed such a drastic plum-

meting of immunization rates that 
measles, once eradicated in the 
U.S., was revived.

Clearly, these anti-vaxxers 
should review the history of vac-
cinations and acknowledge their 
undeniably verifiable benefits 
(see graphic below). The World 
Health Organization (WHO) re-

question the value of vaccines, 
perpetuate a dangerous ripple ef-
fect in public health. Even though 
vaccinations are mandatory for 
students entering the U.S. public 
school system, the government’s 
loose enforcement and generous 
exemptions allow for the con-
tinued presence of unimmunized 

children in classrooms 
beside their immu-
nized peers, reducing 
the efficacy of herd 
immunity. 

Nowadays, the 
movement is sus-
tained by pseudo-
science propaganda 
which fosters distrust 
of the medical com-
munity. Many doubt 
the safety of the high 
number of vaccines 
children receive and 

worry about potential side ef-
fects backed by little conclusive 
evidence. They hear others say-
ing, “My child wasn’t sick until 
he was vaccinated,” thereby mis-
taking an illusory correlation for 
unprovable causation. This falla-
cious thinking frequently acts as a 
smokescreen for ignorance.

Faced with a mound of pseudo-
scientific nonsense, parents may 
become confused about vacci-
nations. However, these parents 
should not allow baseless, sensa-
tional claims to cloud their judg-
ment. They should instead look 

at the overwhelming 
results demonstrating 
the efficacy of vac-
cines. Parents need 
to realize that the 
health of their chil-
dren—and others’ 
children—should not 
be dismissed. Rather, 
it is their social re-
sponsibility to keep 
their children’s vac-
cinations updated. 

As it stands, vac-
cines are the most 
effective method of 
disease prevention 
that has ever been 
provided by the med-
ical community. So, 
give immunity your 
best shot!
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ports that the number of measles 
infections decreased by 79 per-
cent globally from 2000 to 2015 
due to the vaccine. Additionally, 
the eradication of smallpox in 
1980 was largely thanks to vacci-
nation programs with high inocu-
lation rates. 

It is important to recognize 
that vaccinations are most effec-
tive when everyone, the herd, 
participates. Vaccines protect not 
only individuals from diseases 
but also the general public from 
disseminating them. However, 
anti-vaxxers, who continue to 

To the Dreamer   
students among us: 
You are safe here.

STAFF EDITORIAL

Imagine being unable to 
study abroad. Imagine being 
unable to get a driver’s license 
because you have no Social 
Security number. Imagine be-
ing threatened with deporta-
tion from your own home. 

To the Dreamer population, 
these fears are not imaginary 
but very real. 

By overturning Obama’s 
executive order, President 
Trump ripped off the bandaid 
that protected the young im-
migrants in our country. His 
decision ultimately placed 
DACA participants in the gray 
area of legal purgatory.

People who should be wor-
ried about their grades and 
jobs are now most terrified of 
our government. Under the 
Obama administration, hard-
working, undocumented im-
migrants were encouraged to 
step out of the shadows and 
trade transparency for gov-
ernmental support. Today, this 
transparency has backfired, 
enabling our government to 
refuse to protect these inno-
cent immigrants and instead 
deprive them of the only life 

they have ever known.
Most Dreamers never had 

a choice to come to America. 
Thus, we must remember that 
they are not strangers, but they 
are our neighbors, our friends 
and our fellow Warriors.

To the Warriors under 
DACA: our district specifi-
cally protects you from Immi-
gration and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) under Resolution 
#54. Fullerton Joint Union 
High School District has taken 
measures to create a “safe and 
supportive learning environ-
ment for all students,” includ-
ing undocumented ones. 

Furthermore, in the case in 
which a “requested outsider 
entry to District campuses 
could affect the immediate 
educational environment,” 
such as from facility access 
by agencies such as ICE, ap-
proval by the Superintendent 
or designee must be provided 
“prior to permitting campus 
access.” 

So, Warrior Dreamers, pur-
sue your highest dreams, live 
your fullest life. You are safe 
here.

IRENE YOO
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Sean S p i c e r  d i d  n o t                                          
deserve an Emmy appearance

Was this really the largest audience to 
witness an Emmys?

Undeniably, Sean Spicer stunned the 
crowd when he rolled his podium onstage 
at the Emmys Sept. 17 to mimic his most 
quoted controversial statement, “This was 
the largest audience ever to witness an 
inauguration, period, both in person and 
around the globe.” As White House Press 

Secretary, Spicer served as an essential 
connection between the executive branch 
and citizens. However, he oftentimes acted 
unprofessionally and delivered dishonest 
messages to the nation during press con-
ferences. Commentators on sources such 
as CNN and Time Magazine assert that 
the Academy should not have approved 
of such an appearance. Indeed, Spicer’s 
moment of public self-deprecation at the 
Emmys was offensive, and many felt as 

though his past mistakes had been over-
looked. By welcoming him at the Emmys, 
the Academy implicitly excused his past 
actions. 

Our government ought to protect our 
rights and value honesty; however, Spicer 
misrepresented these values while serving 
as White House Press Secretary. He regu-
larly twisted the media in favor of Trump 
and deceived the public on multiple occa-
sions. For example, he not only exagger-
ated the crowd size at Trump’s inaugura-
tion, but also accused the press of spouting 
“fake news” because Trump was unhappy 
with the coverage of the event. In retro-

When former San Francisco 
49er backup quarterback Colin              
Kaepernick knelt during the Na-
tional Anthem in 2016, he sparked 
a nationwide debate that has now 
grown into a widespread movement. 
What many don’t realize is that he 
wasn’t protesting the anthem itself, 
but rather America’s failure to up-
hold the values it represents.  

On Sept. 22, President Trump 
weighed in on Kaepernick’s protest, 
spouting that NFL owners should 
fire those who show disregard for 
the flag. He openly referred to those 
who “disrespect the flag” vulgarly. 
Interestingly enough, the president 
labels white men wearing Nazi para-
phernalia and waving KKK symbols 
as “very fine people” exercising 
their rights but  goes on to criticize 
black football players peacefully 
kneeling during an anthem as “sons 
of [expletive].”  Several high-profile 
athletes, including Kobe Bryant, Ste-
phen Curry, Richard Sherman and 
Bradley Beal, have also denounced 
Trump’s insult. 

Today, Kaepernick is not alone in 
his battle to protest African Ameri-
can discrimination. On Sept. 24, 
many other NFL staff and players, 
—over 200 of them—also knelt as 
Kaepernick had done. This move-
ment has even crossed over to other 
sports. Bruce Maxwell, who was 
born and raised in the military as the 
son of an Army veteran, became the 
first Major League Baseball player 
to take a knee during the National 
Anthem Sept. 23. 

It appears that Kaepernick’s pro-
tests have achieved their intended 
purpose: to recognize and publicize 
the prevalence of police brutality 
and discrimination against African 
Americans. We as Americans should 
not dismiss today’s racial injustices 
lightly, particularly if they come 
from our nation’s leader. Compla-
cency only perpetuates problems.  

By Faith-Carmen Le
STAFF WRITER 

Nothing comes for free, including 
speech.

On Sept. 23, University of California, 
Berkeley (Cal) canceled Free Speech 
Week, a series of political speeches origi-
nally scheduled by conservative com-
mentator Milo Yiannopoulos. Notoriously 
critical of feminism, Islam and gay rights, 
Yiannopoulos sparks controversy among 
audiences anywhere on the political spec-
trum. After a scheduling conflict prevent-
ed him from securing indoor venues for 
Free Speech Week, Yiannopoulos accused 
Berkeley of being on a “bureaucratic mis-
sion to silence conservative voices.”

Though it is more likely that Cal was 
simply concerned for students’ safety, 
Yiannopoulos’  claim does raise ques-
tions about the gray areas of freedom of 
speech. California State University, Ful-
lerton (CSUF) joined the discussion in a 
statement Sept. 12, asserting that campus 
administration cannot dictate which speak-
ers are allowed on campus. However, no 
school should be forced to clean up after 
the chaos that controversial speakers leave 
in their wake.

Due to past security threats, Berkeley’s 
hesitation to sanction Free Speech Week 
is reasonable. When Yiannopoulos was 
last scheduled to speak at Cal in February, 

By Sophie Byerly
STAFF WRITER 

“Politicians should not mock 
themselves through 

entertainment because in 
laughing at their mistakes, they 
also trivialize the damage they 

may have caused.”

spect, this event set a poor precedent for 
the rest of his career as White House Press 
Secretary.

Admittedly, Spicer was comical, even 
hilarious at times. His comments were so 
ridiculous, one could not help but laugh at 
his words and actions. However, his state-
ments were never intended to be comical 
because he was honestly trying to fulfill his 
job as a representative of the White House. 
Regardless of how humorous Spicer’s 
commentary and actions may have been, 
he should not have been given a platform 
to normalize his past mistakes and reduce 
them to a punchline.

Though politics are often satirically 
discussed on late-night talk shows, politi-
cians should not mock themselves through 
entertainment sources because in laughing 
at their mistakes, they also trivialize the 
damage they may have caused. Rather, the 
industry should use its considerable influ-
ence to directly address our government’s 
mishaps. Erroneous political transgres-
sions should be pointed out as incorrect, 
rather than being laughed at. By featuring 
Spicer at the Emmys, the Academy and en-
tertainment industry implicitly brushed off 
his faults.

Despite the intended comical purpose of 
Spicer’s appearance, the Academy should 
be more cautious when integrating contro-
versial political figures into their events. 
Should someone’s faults be disregarded 
just because they are funny? Absolutely 
not. Spicer’s appearance was simply a joke 
taken too far.

violent protestors caused over $100,000 of 
damage. The projected price tag for Free 
Speech Week was even bigger: Berkeley 
planned to spend over $1 million on secu-
rity for the event. And, Yiannopoulos un-
reasonably expected the school to pick up 
the outrageous tab for him. 

Now that CSUF has agreed to host Yian-
nopoulos on Oct. 31, students and adminis-
trators alike fear the possibility of a similar 
incident. Though they will not cancel the 
event, CSUF administrators certainly have 
a right to reject Yiannopoulos if they be-
lieve the security costs are too great.

Of course, CSUF is right to acknowl-
edge that freedom of speech is important 
to a campus. After all, the purpose of a 
university is to educate, often through 

discussing new and uncomfortable ideas 
through unrestricted debate. But how can 
a university expect to foster such an envi-
ronment if students are not safe? The First 
Amendment may protect freedom of ex-
pression, but it certainly does not prevent 
non-government backlash. Before any oc-
casion—and that includes an extension of     
free speech—universities must provide 
students with safety.

Ideally, individuals would have an unre-
stricted right to free speech, but the reality 
is that the effects of controversial speech 
can be costly. Yiannopoulos’ claim to free-
dom of speech does not justify forcing Cal 
to pay seven figures for its own safety. Ul-
timately, unconditional freedom of speech 
simply is not worth risking student safety.

Free speech does not                                  
justify risking student safety

IRENE YOO

LUCY LEE

KEEPING UP

w
it
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e OPINION
EDITORS

Reacting to the 
NFL Anthem protests

COURTESY OF CBS BOSTON

“What many don’t realize 
is that he wasn’t protesting 
the anthem itself, but rather 
America’s failure to uphold 

the values it represents.” 

PROTESTING PATRIOTS: New 
England Patriots  players kneel    
during the National Anthem. 
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MANY THANKS TO TROY
Advanced Implant 

Center
AIDP

Aidtree

All Pro Health 
Center

AMST

Anaheim Animal 
Care & Pet Hospital

Anaheim Regional 
Medical Center

Anderson, McFarlin 
& Connors

Animal Medical 
Clinic

Anypromo.com

Arborland 
Montessori

AUB-KMC

Audi of Downtown 
Los Angeles

Barbara Macias-
Smith DDS

Beijing Proteome 
Research Center

Beirut Medical 
Center

Buena Park Nursing 
Center

Bureau de 
Microfinance

Cal Poly Pomona

Caltech

Cantu Graphics

Cell on TV

Children Specialty 
Orthopedic Clinic

Children’s Hospital 
of Los Angeles

Children’s Hospital 
of Orange County

Chino Hills Pediatrics

Chiro Heaven

City of Fullerton

City of Hope 
National Medical 

Center

City of Irvine

Claremont Graduate 
University

Code Ed

College Hospital 
Costa Mesa

Cooperstown 
Chiropractic

CSU Long Beach, 
Shark Lab

CSU Los Angeles

CSUF Alumni 
Engagement

CSUF Biological 
Science
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Biochemistry

CSUF Children’s 
Summer Art Camp

CSUF Civil & 
Environmental 

Engineering

CSUF Computer 
Science

CSUF Geography

CSUF Marine 
Biology

CSUF 
Mathematics

CSUF Physics

Delta One Software

Digital Cut

Discovery

Dr. Greek & 
Associates

Dr. Jeffrey Kim

Dr. Jeong Ok Lee

Dr. Joseph Zapanta, 
DDS

Easton Center for 
Alzheimer’s Disease 

Research

Eco-Alianza de 
Loreto, AC

Ekko Media

El Rancho Charter 
School

Elephant Preschool

Equity Smart Home 
Loans

eStockTIME 

Evara VR

Fairview 
Developmental Center 

Family Dentistry 

Fibreform Precision 
Machining

First Aid Response

Five Loaves Two Fish

Flaunt Magazine

Fremond Academy 
of Engineering & 

Design

Frontier

Frontier Logistics 

Fullerton School 
District

Fullerton Spine & 
Wellness Center

Fullerton Tennis 
Center

Gary Spatz’s The 
Playground

Genesis

GKN Aerospace 
Transparency 

Systems

Hands on Tokyo

Hard Core Sport

Harris IT Services

Haru Creative

Harvard University
Engineering & 

Applied Sciences

Harvey Mudd 
College

Healthy Smiles

Helmholtz Zentrum 
München

Help for Brain Injured 
Children

Hoops 
Chiropractic

Icon Art and 
Design Academy

Ivy Crest 
Montessori

Jason Kharmly 
Pediatrics

Jenny B Floral 
Design

Jonel Engineering

Julian Yniguez 
Physical Therapy

Jung Chiropractic & 
Acupuncture

Kaddy’s Computer 
Repair

Kaiser Home 
Care-Hospice

Kaiser Permanente

Kapsule

KEBA Enterprises

Kochi University of 
Technology

Konkuk University 
Medical Center

Boys & Girls Club 
of Fullerton 

Brain Consulting 
Center

Brandify

Center for Cosmetic 
General Dentistry

Cerritos Library

Chapman 
University, School 

of Pharmacy

Cottonwood Church

Coury and Buehler 
Physical Therapy

CSU Long Beach 
Psychology 

CSUF Startup 
Incubator

CSUF Student 
Aerospace Society

Data Application 
Lab

Discovery Cube 
Orange County

DittyTV

Dong Shin Christian 
Preschool

Evike.com

Exbon Development

Excel Dental

Fuller Insurance 
Agency

Fullerton Arboretum

Fullerton Medical 
Arts Center

Berkshire Hathaway

Bock Orthodontics

Boeing

Advision

Agape Cottage 
Senior Homes
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Kraft Heinz

La Palma Dental 
Care

Lakeshore Learning 
Materials

Lango

Law 21

Law Office of 
Jimmy Cha

Law Office of 
James Wang

Legacy Custom 
Woodwork

Legal Aid Society 
of Orange County

Lifesavers’ Home 
Health Services

Locale Magazine

Loma Linda 
University, School 

of Pharmacy

Maciel & 
Associates

Mang Yip Group 
Arrowhead Country 

Club

MARRS Services

MIT Computational 
Physiology

Mobilityware

Moon & MacGinnis 
Orthodontics

Muckenthaler 
Cultural Center

Natalie Hux 
Studios

NeoSol Marketing 
& Promotions

NetQuarry 

NewFilmmakers Los 
Angeles

New Media Pictures

Nhan Hoa 
Comprehensive 

Healthcare Clinic

NOC Selpa

Northgate Gonzalez 
Markets

Orange County 
Collision

Orange County 
District Attorney

Orange County Heart 
Institute

Ore International

PA College Prep

Pacific Haven 
Subacute & 

Healthcare Center

Pain Relief 
Chiropractic

Palos Verdes 
Penninsula Land 

Conservancy

Park Regency Care 
Center

Parker Aerospace

Pasadena City College 
Physics 

Pathways of Hope

Phantastic Media

Phyn LLC

PLD Global

Premiere 
Dermatology & 

Laser Center

Presbyterian 
Intercommunity 

Hospital

Prestige Medical 
Pharmacies

Pro Pet Fix

Promeli Videoworks

Rapid7

Raymond ASCS 
Afterschool 

Program

Raymond M. Alf 
Museum of 

Paleontology

Related Grey

S.W. E. A. T.

SBS International

Shimmick 
Construction

Sisters of St. Joseph

Skyline Exhibits

Smile Magic

Sonora High iPath 
Program

Soo Hyun Park, 
CPA

Southern CA 
Institute of Player 

Development

Specialty Medical 
Center

Spectrum 
Mentoring

Spintek Filtration

St. Jude Heritage 
Medical Group

St. Jude Medical 
Center

St. Mary Medical 
Clinic

Stanford University

Steward Hospice

Stone Financial

Stony Brook 
University

Student Enrichment 
Academy

Summer Science 
Program

Sunny Hills 
Pharmacy

Swift Health 
Systems

Syszone

Targus

Tech Pro Enterprise

Teklam B/E Aero-
space

Tepia

The Cifarelli Law 
Firm

The Complete 
Package

Thin Film Devices

Tiger Woods 
Learning Center

TJC

Tochigi Prefecture

Tsang & Associates

TTC4Success

Tuxton Home

Twins Carpet & 
Interior

UCI Biomedical 
Engineering

UCI Chemistry

UCI Computer 
Science

UCI Education

UCI eSports

UCI Medical Center

UCI 
Microbiomechanics 

Laboratory

UCI School of 
Medicine

UCLA Engineering 

UCLA Medical 
School, Vondriska 

Lab

UCLA 
Neurobiology

United States 
Marine Corps

University of 
Indianapolis

USC Annenburg 
School

USC Biology 

USC Biomedical 
Department

USC Brain & 
Creativity Institute

USC Hepatobiliary, 
Pancreas, Abdominal 

Department of 
Surgery

USC Information 
Sciences Institute

USC Institute 
of Creative 

Technologies

USC Keck School of 
Medicine

USC Roski Eye 
Institute

Vanir

Veterans Legal 
Institute

Messiah Preschool

Mid-Valley Dental 
Care

MIT Chemical 
Engineering

Vineyard Pediatric 
Medical Clinic

VIP Dental Care

Vision Magazine

Voice of OC

West Coast Media

Yorba Regional 
Animal Hospital

Youth Future 
International

NuVation Pain Group

Obria Medical Clinic

OC Vetinary Medical 
Center
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Apple has always had a penchant for pulling out all the stops for new products, and the recently announced 
iPhone X is no exception. Learn about its features and whether there really is treasure under the X.

By Angelica Sano, STAFF WRITER, and graphics by Phoebe Um, GRAPHICS

iPhone X 
This changes everything. Too much.

Apple’s slogan may be “Think differ-
ent,” but the new iPhone X seems a far cry 
from such a mission statement.

Nov. 3 marks the release of the iPhone 
X, and it’s not exactly up to par with some 
of Apple’s best products (or even its most 
mediocre ones). Apple claims to provide 
handy, easy-to-use technology for its wide 
range of consumers, yet the iPhone X does 
the complete opposite. With its high price 
tag and unnecessary features, it may be 
better to not buy yet another iPhone.

Ever since the first iPhone came out 
10 years ago, Apple has developed a bad 
habit of ignoring the requests of its loyal 
customers. This is especially true for the 
iPhone X, which pushes aside consumers’ 
wishes and replaces them with pointless 
design changes, such as the lack of a border 
and a home button. In fact, it has an even 
faster battery drainage than the iPhone 8, 
and some have said that it starts to func-
tion poorly when it has 30 percent of its 
battery still left. Remember how the 
beloved headphone jack died with the 
iPhone 7? Well, there’s still no news of it 
coming back. Instead, we are left with the 
“revolutionary” animoji, by which people 
can control emojis with their faces.

According to Apple, the iPhone X also 
has a 5.8 inch edge-to-edge screen, and 
yes—it sounds fascinating, but don’t fall 
for the bait. Clumsy or not, everybody 
drops their phone at some point. And 
with its full glass feature, the chances of 
the iPhone X slipping through your hand 
are increased. One loose grip and there 
goes another visit to the electronic re-
pair store. And since the phone is entirely 
screen, a protective case won’t help either. 

Honestly, why bother trying to be even 
more careful with the iPhone X when 
you can stick to your older, more durable 
phone?

In addition, the iPhone X is the first 
phone in the line of iPhones to have organ-
ic light-emitting diode (OLED) screens, 
the rest equipped with liquid crystal dis-
play (LED) screens. While this seems in-
triguing, remember that Samsung has been 
using OLED screens since the Samsung 
Galaxy S was launched in March of 2010. 
So really, instead of being creative with its 
ideas, Apple just looks like it took a long 
time to copy Samsung.

That being said, 
the iPhone X does 
have some neat 
features. The facial 
ID recognition is a 
handy alternative 
to the touch ID, 
and the new wire-
less charging op-
tion can definitely 
help to reduce cord 
madness. It also 
features an up-
grade to the Siri we 
all know and love. 
On the iPhone X, 
she sounds more 
natural, and she 
can translate Eng-
lish into a variety 
of languages. In 
all honesty, the 
iPhone X may be 
useful if you want 
to be stylish. But 
at the same time, 
these features 

are trivial and 

don’t make up for the many prob-
lems that the iPhone X entails, and 
they definitely don’t make up for its 
ridiculous $1,000 price point.

As shown through successes like the 
Apple Music or Apple TV, it’s clear that 
Apple does have the creativity to come up 
with new ways to make our lives easier 
and more efficient. The iPhone X, how-
ever, is just too impractical to be consid-
ered a noteworthy accomplishment. So re-
member—the next time you walk into the 
Apple store, don’t let such a phony product 
X-ploit you!

Three sentence reviews of three 
albums of the past three weeks!

Christopher Lee, ENTERTAINMENT 
AND LIFESTYLE EDITOR

While purist EDM DJs rock stadium-
filling raves with bassy dance beats,  
Iglooghost provides a refreshing 
alternative on his debut record “Neō 
Wax Bloom.” The album revels in its 
chaotic yet catchy sonic aesthetic by 
filling every second with layers upon 
layers of ADD-inducing breakbeats 
wedged between energetic bass trills. 
Each track reinterprets modern EDM 
staples like UK bass, future garage 
and PC Music-esque surreal pop to 
create a sound of its own. 8.8/10

The World is a Beautiful Place & I 
am No Longer Afraid to Die is known 
for its ever-changing members, 
but its ability to write genre-defying 
rock remains in “Always Foreign.” 
That being said, the band isn’t afraid 
to stray from previous albums’ 
sweeping crescendos by including 
intimate moments that flesh out the 
record. From bangers like “The Fu-
ture” to emotional epics like “Infinite 
Steve,” TWIABP never stops tearing 
at your heartstrings. 7.9/10

With both rage-fueled rockers and 
emotional ballads under their belt, 
Wolf Alice is one of those bands that 
defy a label, but perhaps that’s for the 
best. The bass guitar and drums lays 
a solid foundation for frontwoman 
Ellie Roswell and guitarist Joff Odie 
to lift their sound to heights never 
seen before. “Visions of a Life” finds 
the band a thousand miles ahead of 
its already Mercury Award-winning 
debut “My Love is Cool,” alternating 
between savagery and beauty while 
kicking it up to 11. 7.6/10



 Private universities, for the most part, prohibit animals in campus housing, 
but many students may be surprised to learn that some greet pets with open arms. 

Harvard University in Boston, Mass. has housing apartments near campus that allow 
students to keep an aquarium and one cat or dog. Certain other apartments even allow 
two domesticated birds. In contrast, however, Yale University in New Haven, Conn. cus-
tomarily doesn’t permit animal companions in its apartments but makes exceptions for 
small animals such as gerbils, hamsters and mice. Similarly, Cornell University’s Ecology 
House, a dormitory for animal lovers who are interested in protecting and preserving 
the environment, permits student-owned animals in cages or tanks. Students looking 
for a low-maintenance, yet engaging pet may find that smaller animals like gerbils 
and hamsters are the perfect fuzzy friends. Curious and quiet, they’re also perfectly 
suited to dorms. With friendly animal companions by their side, anxious first-year 

students have an instant conversation starter: their pets. Now, some of the old-
est universities in the U.S. are beginning to welcome their presence, and if 

even established, rooted Ivy Leagues are rethinking their pet policies, 
other schools across the country will likely follow suit. So don’t 

worry about heading to an out-of-state private university; it 
may very well still encourage you to bring your four-

legged companions along for the ride. 

By Jois Talla, STAFF WRITER, graphics by Tu-An Nguyen, 
GRAPHICS EDITOR and images courtesy of Pinterest

People often wax poetic about the college experience—but how can you 
spend the best years of your life without your best friend by your side? 

Rather than leaving your pet behind, bring your furry, scaly or 
feathered friend along for the ride!
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Private Uni’s 
You Can’t Ruff-use

 Students hoping to attend specialized career or tech schools may be able to bring their   
pets too. Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) students reap the benefits of the 
university’s renowned engineering, science and technology programs, as well as the 
school’s four cat-friendly dormitories added in 2000. The feline presence adds a relaxing 
touch to the high-pressure environment rampant on-campus. Future veterinarians should 
be pleased to note that the University of California, Davis (UCD) also has programs sim-
ilar to the CalTech Animal Team, such as the UC Davis Veterinary School Orphan Kitty 
Project and the Society of Prevention and Care of Animals. UCD Veterinary School is top-
ranked in the U.S., and while campus policies don’t tolerate student-owned pets, students 
off-campus have the opportunity to foster abandoned cats through these programs. For the 
athletic and animal inclined, the University of Florida is often recognized for its division 
one National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) sports teams along with their liberal 
pet policy; the school even allows students to keep fairly unusual pets like frogs, salaman-
ders, chinchillas and birds. Although balancing academics and career pursuits with animal 
care poses multiple challenges, it may very well be worth the effort. Simply being around 
a pet can truly offer a much-needed relief from the often suffocating dullness of a college 
workload. Doggone, it’s time for us to begin merging our lives with those of our pets.

 Dif-furr-ent 
Cat-egories

   With the hustle and bustle of college application season, senior Warriors may be too 
preoccupied to consider an important factor when deciding where to apply: their pets. 
Traditionally, institutes of higher learning haven’t exactly been overwhelmingly open to 
allowing domesticated animals. That said, there are always exceptions. If you’re plan-
ning to stay close to home, California State University, Fullerton (CSUF) allows stu-
dents to  create their own Aquarium of the Pacific, permitting a five-gallon fishbowl 
in each dormitory. Other nearby colleges like the University of Southern California 
(USC) and University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) tolerate fish tanks of up to 
10 gallons.  And with groups like the CalTech Animal Team (CAT), a club of volun-
teers dedicated to caring for abandoned pets, it’s no surprise that the California Insti-
tute of Technology (CalTech) has an impressively cat-friendly campus. CalTech allows 
students to keep two cats in each dormitory, as well as terrariums and twenty-gallon 
aquariums. Sharing your room with pets has been shown to provide numerous health 
benefits. According to the National Institutes of Health, a homemade aquarium can ef-
fectively reduce stress and improve mood, while keeping a cat close by calms anxiety 
levels and decreases blood pressure. Altogether, college is the beginning of a grand ad-
venture and there’s no better companion to share it with than your special little pet. 

 In-State
Op-paw-tunities



Get ready to sing “Woo-oo!” and 
dive back into this classic 80s cartoon 
that is guaranteed to leave every child 
and adult breathless from quack-ing up.

Though life may be a hurricane quite 
literally here in the United States, it’s 
a duck-blur for Warrior alumnus Matt 
Youngberg, the executive producer of 
Disney XD’s remake of the classic ani-
mated family series, 
DuckTales. Along 
with his other reboots 
such as Ben 10 and 
Teen Titans, this remake hits 
home as 
Youngberg 
brings his 
f a v o r i t e 
childhood 
triplets— 
H u e y , 
Dewey and 
L o u i e — 
back to 
life. With 
Uncle Scrooge and the rest of the Mc-
Duck clan, the trio ventures on to save 
the town of Duckburg from dangerous 
dragons, strange robots and uncanny 
mummies. Striving 
for the perfect 
balance of 
o r i g i n a l -
ity and 
nos ta lg ia , 
Yo u n g b e r g 
integrates aspects 
of his own 
life into 
t h i s 

new series while living up to the legacy 
of the previous quack-tacular series.

An avid fan of dar-
ing adventures, 

Youngberg was 
beyond ready 

to chal-
l e n g e 
himself to 

create an 
epic tale over-

flowing with 
adventure and 
mystery. He 

s t r o v e 
to bring 
viewers 
the ex-
citement 
he first 
felt from 
watch ing 
the show 
30 years 
ago. When 

he first heard its catchy theme song as a 
child, Youngberg was immediately tele-
ported to a land of imagination. Ev-
ery comedic line fit seamlessly into 
an action-packed storyline. Inspired, 
Youngberg sketched out his favorite 
characters  as he enjoyed the episodes.

Though he had a passion for draw-
ing, it didn’t click for Youngberg to 
pursue a career in animation until high 

school. Troy’s welcoming and di-
verse environment nurtured his 
unique dream. From there, he 
never looked back. But little 

did he know that one day, he 
would rewrite the history of DuckTales.

“I was over the moon, and I 
was really excited because 

D u c k T a l e s 
was always a 
dream proj-
ect of mine,” 

Youngberg said. 
“It was something 
that I had a great 
love for as a kid, 
and I wanted 
to be able to re-
visit that as 
an adult.”  

Creating new storylines that remain 
consistent with those of the classic series, 
Youngberg remains true to the family-
orientated theme of the original. A family 
sitcom, Ducktales explores the distinctive 
qualities of the hyperactive triplets hen 
they are placed under the wings of their 
affluent Uncle Scrooge. Especially for 
Dewey, the middle duckling, grow-
ing up as triplet made it hard for him 
to stand out. The fourth child in a 
family of nine kids, Youngberg was 
more than aware of what that’s like. 

In fact, Dewey 
has a habit of 

carrying a 
briefcase 

i n -
stead of 
a back-
p a c k 

to school, 
s o m e t h i n g 

Youngberg’s own 
middle brother 
did quite often. 
“What we’re try-

ing to do with 
this DuckTales is 
to explore the 

large crazy family, 
and what it feels like 

to be a part of this large 
crazy family,” Youngberg said.

Despite a few tweaks with the 
characters, Youngberg artfully 
recreates the timeless nature 
of DuckTales. The re-
make’s premiere 
episode serves 

to in-

troduce the newer generation to the en-
ergetic ducklings. Paying homage to 
the original series, Youngberg sprinkles 
Easter eggs, or allusions, throughout 
the episodes. These include Scrooge’s 
artifacts that were treasures from older 

adventures. But 
technology has 

made ad-
v a n c e s , 
and the 
triplets are 
more than 

w e l l -

equipped 
with the newest gadgets. With the 

remake’s cross generation appeal, 
Youngberg carried on the series’ nostal-
gic longevity and made it possible for a 
new generation to enjoy the childhood 
animation that he grew up watching.  

“When we finished the first epi-
sode and we could watch it, I was able 
to say that it feels like DuckTales, and 

that was the proudest mo-
ment in the creation of this 

show,”  Youngberg said. 
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“DuckTales was always a dream project 
of mine. It was something that I had a 
great love for as a kid, and I wanted 
to be able to revisit that as an adult.” 

Matt Youngberg
alumnus

“Life is like a hurricane here in Duckburg...Race cars, lasers, aeroplanes, it’s a duck-blur!
Might solve a mystery or rewrite history! DuckTales! Woo-oo!”

Exactly 30 years ago, Warrior alumnus Matt Youngberg sketched his favorite characters from Ducktales, Disney’s animated 
classic, in the comfort of his own home. But never in his wildest duck-dreams did he think that he would 

one day bring new adventures to Duckburg as the reboot’s executive producer. 

By Jenny Tran, STAFF WRITER 
Graphics and photo courtesy of Disney

REWRITING 

WOO-OO! Letting 
his imagination take 
flight, Youngberg has 
set into motion new 

Ducktale adventures 
that build on his 30 

years love of the 
franchise. 

HISTORY
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Troy High School  Glossar y

SAT

 A  standardized  
test  on wri t ing,  
reading and math.  
Scored out  of  1600.  
Widely  used for  
col lege admiss ions .

ACT 

A standardized 
test  on reading,  
Engl ish ,  sc ience
and math.  Scored

 

out  of  36 .  An SAT
alternat ive .

Formal  dances
 

Dances  usual ly  
attended by couples  
in  formal  c lothing,

Stag dances   

Dances attended 
casual ly  in  large 
groups of  f r iends , 

AP
 

classes

 Col lege level  
curr iculum that  
may grant  col lege 
credit  through  
summative exams.  

IB  c lasses  

Rigorous program 
with internat ional  
recognit ion that may

 
grant  col lege credit  
through summative 
exams.

Elf  Dance
 

Annual  Chr istmas
ral ly  t radit ion
where seniors  pair   
up and wear  
matching costumes  
to  do a  s i l ly  dance .

Graph Dance

An annual  dance
performed by Ms.
Roach’s  math c lasses .  
Students  wave their

l ike  Homecoming
and Prom.

l ike  Morp and 
Stopl ight .

arms to  imitate  the
shape of  funct ions .  

TU-AN NGUYEN

10/31/17

BACK TO

SCHOOL
SPECIAL
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Lady Warriors volleyball triumphs 
over the Coyotes in 75-33 victory

Adopting group activities to 
strengthen team communication 
and bonds, the Warrior girls’ vol-
leyball team (5-5-0, 1-1-0) domi-
nated the Buena Park Coyotes in 
a blowout victory 75-33 Sept. 21.

The Lady Warriors easily 
claimed the first game with ag-
gressive serves and spikes. Senior 
Ashley Ahn consistently hit aces 
with her darting jump serves. 
Demonstrating fluid coordina-
tion, senior McKenna Grossheim 
attacked on a one-set from junior 
Samantha Guzman. Moments 
later, junior Isabelle Madrid 
sneaked a return past the Coyote 
defense. Miraculously, sopho-
more Kayden Chan saved a force-
ful Coyote spike, allowing Guz-
man to retaliate with yet another 
kill to end the game 25-4.

Riding on the momentum 
from the first game, senior Isa 
Paglinawan launched into the 
second with a barrage of swift at-
tacks. Senior Scarlett Alexander 
confused opponents with a skill-

ful feint, and senior Ariel Apple-
white racked up a kill with a graz-
ing tap on the ball. Extending the 
Warrior lead, senior Alexa Abarca 
launched a swift power tip, catch-
ing the Coyotes off guard. A few 
seconds later, Chan jumped for an 
interception and neatly ended the 
game.

In the final game, Buena Park 
capitalized on a lineup switch 
to momentarily secure the lead. 
However, the Lady Warriors re-
grouped and retaliated. Chan 
prevented Coyote kills with her 
well-placed dives and skids, 
and Guzman penetrated the op-
ponent’s defense with flitting 
returns. The game was at a sus-
penseful tie, until the Warriors 
captured the victory for a 25-19 
finish.

Recognizing the difference 
between team bonds and com-
munication was essential to the 
Warrior victory, coach Morgan 
Williams said.

“A bond is created from mu-
tual respect,” Williams said. “It 
strengthens as players continue 
to play and practice, and [leads 
to] an increase in communica-
tion skills. Teammates can have 
the best bonds but the worst 
communication. Volleyball is a 
sport where you need to verbally 

communicate. Communication 
is used to call the ball, and, most 
importantly, let [your] teammates 
know what you are going to do or 
expect.”

Participating in team activities 
not only builds team spirit and 
synergy, but unites the team as 
friends, Williams said.

“The team is very supportive of 
each other and great friends with 
one another,” Williams said. “We 
do activities like team dinners 
and secret sisters that help cre-
ate and build bonds between the 
team members. These activities 
help the team see each other as 
more than just teammates, which 
encourages more cooperation be-
tween players  who are unfamiliar 
with one another.”

The cheers of support from 
team members and the audience 
exhibited the Warriors’ pervading 
team spirit and enthusiasm, Ahn 
said.

“Volleyball is a momentum-
driven sport,” Ahn said. “Being 
loud and obnoxious can easily 
push the momentum to one team. 
It’s very encouraging to see doz-
ens of people actively supporting 
us, which motivates us to play 
even better.” 

This team-wide support push-
es all players to improve them-

selves, regardless of skill level or 
age, Alexander said.

“We believe that as a program, 
volleyball is all about supporting 
one another. Varsity will watch 

The girls’ volleyball squad 
converted an early lead 
into a sweep.

By Jason Choi and Joshua Kim
STAFF WRITER & SPORTS EDITOR

TEAM TROY gifts by the numbers

The Troy Difference
 is about excellence, lifelong preparation, and community.

183
AVID Students

impacted by the
AVID Mentor

Program

$5,000
Mentors work one-on-one
with students to guide
them successfully into
honors & AP courses

440
Troy Tech Students

impacted by
Pre-Internship

Coaches

$12,000
Coaches assist in
securing internships
and support students
during summer work.

30,000+
Hours spent in 

the Library
during extended

hours before and 
after school

$6,400
Student access to a
safe and supportive
environment is vital to
our Troy culture.

100%
of Teachers attended
multiple trainings by

Digital Literacy
Coaches

$6,000
Trainings to fully
integrate 1:1
Chromebook into
the curriculum

2,685
Students benefited 
from new furniture 

in 500 Building

$10,000
Spaces for collaboration and relaxation
are a part of a larger vision for the Troy
Commons 

27
Students received
scholarships from

PTSA for their
college futures

$2,700
To students who
made an impact on
Troy during their
four years

3,860
Volunteer hours

from our awesome
Troy families

2,685
Students will enjoy
Library upgrades

$15,000
Upgrades in furniture, moving
towards the larger vision of the
Troy Commons

SYNCHRONIZED SETTING: Displaying practiced synergy, 
juniors Isabelle Madrid and Mackenzie Kjenstad execute a 
double block to deflect an opponent return.

IDA KAZERANI

and cheer the frosh-soph games, 
and vice versa,” Alexander said. 
“The expectation to stay and 
cheer for games creates an overall 
feeling of encouragement.”










